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ordeal a Brahmana [shall take an oath] with earth,
raised by a plough, in his hands. (17) Even if the
value be le$&, a person, who had been guilty of some
previous crime, shall be made to take one of the higher
oaths, (i8) Even in greater necessity, one> who is
known amongst good men as one of excellent character,
[shall not be made to take oaths. (19) The complainant
shall make a covenant that he shall be punished if the
charge fails. (20) The accused too slall take oath. (21)
In cases of high treason and robbery one shall have to
take oath even if he undertakes to be punished in case
of the charge1 nofc being proved. (22) Tula or the ordeal
of weight shall be administered to women, Brahmanas, to
those of defective limbs and to weak and diseased persons.
(23) That Tula shall not take place when the wind blows
(24)    The ordeal of fire shall not be administered to one
suffering from leprosy, to a weak man and to  an  iron*
smith.   (25)    [It  shall   not  take  place]   in  autumn or
summer. (26)    Poison shall not be administered to  one
suffering from leprosy, to one suffering from  Pittam and
a Brahmaiia. (27)    [It shall not take place] in the rainy
season.   (28)    The [ordeal  by]  water shall not be ad-
ministered to persons afflicted with phlegm, to the timid,
to the asthmatic, nor to those who earn their livelihood
by water. (29)    Nor during Hemanta and Sisira (from
middle of November to  middle of March.) (30)    The
ordeal must not be administered to atheists. (31)    Nflr
when the country is stricken with disease or pestilence.
(32)    [Tbe judge] shall  summon the defendant at sun-
rise, after having fasted on the previpus day and bathed
with his clothes on and make him go through all, the
ordeals in the presence of the gods and Brahmanas. (33)